
 

 

Seven Mysteries (Lesson #3) 
 

3-17-19  Evangelist Philip R. Gabbard ThD.    HHBI 

 
The third “Mystery” we are teaching is “Christ and the Church” 

 

Text: Ephesians 5:32–“This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.” 

 

1. This is where he is talking about the Lord Jesus Christ and his bride. ——————Ephesians 5:29-

32  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord 

the church: [30] For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. [31] For this 

cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two 

shall be one flesh.  
 
2. He says if a person is saved, bornagain, he’s in Christ’s body. And a mans body is his wife, then the 

saved people who make up the Body of Christ are spoken of as a wife and bride—“of his flesh, and 

bones” (vs.30) “for two, Saith he, shall be one flesh” (1Cor.6:16) 

So how do explain that??—How could you be one flesh?? You can’t explain it that’s why its a mystery? 
You can believe it,  but you can’t explain it. 

 

3. Another thing; —what Paul says about he Bride of Christ in this age? He said the Bride of Christ in this 
age is “a chaste virgin” (2Cor.11:2)  For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have 

espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. Then she’s not 

married...She’s chaste; flesh has not joined flesh; no marriage has taken place; she’s engaged; she’s 
a virgin.....but in Eph.5:30 he says , you’re “of his flesh, and of his bones”, and you’re his wife.... 

how do you explain that? 

 

4. As far as Spirits are concerned, I’m joined to Him right now. How do we get that?—“but he that is 

joined unto the Lord is one spirit” (1Cor. 6:17) So, the marriage has already taken place as far as the 

spirit goes; but the marriage hasn’t taken place so far as the body goes, because my physical body is down 

here and His is up there. In 2 Corinthians 5: 6–8, Paul said “knowing that, whilst we are at home in the 

body, we are absent from the Lord: (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) We are confident, I say, 

and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” So, you have a 

double thing. You have a bride that’s a virgin in one sense and a married woman in another sense. You 
say, “Explain that.” You can’t explain it.  

 

5. The union of man and woman in marriage is a mystery because it conceals, as in a parable, a truth 

about Christ and the church. The divine reality hidden in the metaphor of marriage is that God ordained a 
permanent union between His Son and the church. Human marriage is the earthly image of this divine 

plan. As God willed for Christ and the church to become one body;  Galatians 3:28  There is neither 

Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in 

Christ Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 12:13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 

Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.——-so He 

willed for marriage to reflect this pattern—that the husband and wife become one flesh  Genesis 2:24  

Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall 

be one flesh. 

 
 


