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John 1:20 

 

Joh 1:20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the 
Christ. 
Joh 1:21 And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I 
am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. 
Joh 1:22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an 
answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 
Joh 1:23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 
Joh 1:24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 

Now this is the religious crowd that shows up trying to figure out what's going 
on with John the Baptist. 

Joh 1:20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the 
Christ. 
Joh 1:21 And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I 
am not. 

The Lord spoke of this crowd in Mt 21:32.... 

This is the religionists who refused John's baptism. 

Mt 21:32 For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye 
believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, 
when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him. 

This is the same group responsible for the Lord being arrested and plotted to 
have Him killed. 

Lu 23:2 And they began to accuse him, saying, We found 
this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to 
Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King. Mark 15:10-11 (KJV) For 
he knew that the chief priests had delivered him for envy. But the chief 



priests moved the people, that he should rather release Barabbas unto 
them. 

This is the same crowd that arrests John and Peter, has the whipped (Acts 
5:40), forbids them to preach the Gospel (Acts 4:18), and then tries to kill Paul 
(Acts 23:13-21) 

Now notice, John the Baptist is verse 20 said, “I am not the Christ.” 

John told them that he was not the Messiah. 

They knew that the Messiah would come to earth: (John 4:25). 

He was not the Messiah.. 

The ones who killed Christ asked Him the same question. (Mark 14:61,62) 

He was not Elijah.. 

What Christ said about that. 

Mt 17:11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first 
come, and restore all things. 
Mt 17:12 But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew 
him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall 
also the Son of man suffer of them. 

Mal 4:5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the LORD: 

John the Baptist said that he wasn't Elijah 

Jesus said that he was.... 

See what the Angel told Zacharias about John the Baptist: 

Lu 1:17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 

Is Jesus Christ in the flesh present with us today? 

Be he is present in every indwelt believer....His Presence is in the church 



 

John the Baptist represented the spirit and power of Elijah. 

He told them that he was not Elijah...in that he was not that Elijah the Tishbite 
in Ahab's time, but in the spirit and power of Elijah, fulfilled the prophesy.  

John told them that he was not The Christ. 

He was not Elijah 

He was not “That Prophet!” 

Acts 3:22.... “prophet like unto Moses” 

Deut 18:17-19.....God had promised “that Prophet” to the Nation of Israel 
around 1500 BC. 

Joh 1:22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an 
answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 
Joh 1:23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 
Joh 1:24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 

John the Baptist was himself a priest of the seed of Aaron, and should only be 
examined by other priests....so they questioners were out of line. 

(Mal 3:1-3) 

So here we see the Self-righeous, self-important, narcisistic crowd, asking 
John who in the world he thought that he was. 

Joh 1:23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 

An old preacher once told a young preacher, “You will find that the more you 
are around 

church people, the more you will understand why the Lord hung out with 
sinners.” 

 


