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Deacons Lesson #2 

 
11-27-2018    Evangelist Philip R. GabbardThD.  HHBI 

 

Text: Acts 6:3-5 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the 
Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. [4] But we will give ourselves 

continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. [5] And the saying pleased the whole multitude: 

and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and 
Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: 

 

Note: THIS, business of serving the church, in contrast to, THE business of leading the church. 

 
After the selection of the first seven deacons, Acts 6 focuses on the life of one of these men—Stephen. As 

the only expanded biography of a deacon in scripture, Stephen’s life models the characteristics of a godly 

deacon. 
 Acts 6:8-15  

[8] And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people. [9] Then 

there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and 

Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. [10] And they were not able to 
resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. [11] Then they suborned men, which said, We have 

heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. [12] And they stirred up the people, 

and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him , and caught him, and brought him to the council, [13] 
And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this 

holy place, and the law: [14] For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this 

place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us. [15] And all that sat in the council, 
looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. 

 

1. He was full of power: 

He was full of power because he was full of the Holy Spirit.  
Zechariah 4:6  Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto 

Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. 

 
Deacons who are fully yielded to the Lord and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in their lives can be 

of a tremendous blessing to their church. 

 

2. He was filled with the word: 
The very fact that he knew the scriptures as recorded in Acts 7 is evidence of his scriptural knowledge. He 

preached that Jesus Christ had fulfilled the scriptures of the Old Testament and understood the importance 

of the New Covenant (or church age).  
 He was also the first Christian martyr with his life and death having a direct peering on the 

salvation of the Apostle Paul. 

 

3. He faced spiritual opposition:  

 Every man who stands to speak the truth in God’s power will face spiritual opposition. 

Ephesians 6:10-12  

[10] Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. [11] Put on the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. [12] For we wrestle not against 

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 

against spiritual wickedness in high places . 
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4. He had a grace under pressure: 
 He was a “Christ-like man” a true reflection of Christ. 

John 1:14  

[14] And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 

only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
 

5. He displayed the presence of Christ. 

 All who gathered to watch the spectacle of Stephen’s accusation and martyrdom saw neither hate 
nor horror in his countenance. Instead, they “looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the 

face of an angel.”  

 

 The Qualification of a Deacon 
 

1Tim. 3:8-12 (read) 
 

1. The Husband of one wife: 

 
 The most misunderstood in the whole list of qualifications. So we will look at it first. 

 

What is a “Wife”?—-A wife is a female partner in a continuing marital relationship. The term continues 

to be applied to a woman who has separated from her partner, and ceases to be applied to such a woman 
only when her marriage has come to an end, following a legally recognized divorce or the death of her 

spouse. (Dictionary) 

 
 A. It is a continuing benevolent physical relationship. A consummation of man and woman. With 

a legal binding document called a marriage license. 

  1. Not fornication or adultery (2 people living together).  
  2. A whore is not a wife by Bible definition. 

  

2. The divorced man? Every situation is different: 

 A. He cheated so she divorced him. 
 B. She cheated so he divorced her. 

 C. They both cheated and ended in a divorce. 

 D. In any case “she” is not a wife to “him” anymore. 
 

3. Bible explanation: 

 1 Corinthians 7: 1-17.  

  1. Here are grounds for divorce and remarriage. 
  2. Not popular with the Pharisee’s of the church today. 

4. Other Scripture to be considered: 

 A. Marriage is considered physical. Matthew 19: 12, the Holy Spirit’s comment on His own 
writing. “For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother’s womb [physical!]: and 

there are some eunuchs which were made eunuchs of men [Why, that’s physical!]: and there be eunuchs, 

which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. A eunuch is a man who doesn’t 
bear children. The whole thing is physical. Now, that’s very important to notice, because Christ said that a 

marriage is where “flesh joins flesh.” Matthew 19: 5, “And said, For this cause shall a man leave father 

and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?” Moses said that a marriage is 

where “flesh joins flesh.” 
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Genesis 2: 23-24, “And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be 

called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” Paul said that’s where “flesh joins flesh.” 

Ephesians 5: 31, “For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, 

and they two shall be one flesh.” Then Paul makes this remarkable statement in 1 Corinthians 6: 16, 

“What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one 
flesh.” So at this place the twentieth century “historic Fundamentalists” part company with the Bible. In 

the Bible, a “marriage” is where flesh joins flesh to make one body. That fact is incontestable. You can’t 

do anything about it. This explains why “fornication” is warned against in 1 Corinthians 6: 18. “Flee 
fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth 

against his own body.” And this thoroughly explains what Jesus Christ said in Matthew 19: 9, “And I say 

unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, 
committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.”  

 

New Testament grounds for divorce (where you can give your wife a bill of divorcement and put her 

away), are fornication. Matthew 19: 9, “And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it 
be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put 

away doth commit adultery.”  

 
Why did he say “fornication”? First Corinthians 6: 16, 18, “What? know ye not that he which is joined to 

an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh... Flee fornication.”  

 
Could anything be any clearer than that? If a man’s wife steps out on him and joins her body to the body 

of another man, flesh has left flesh, and that man can give her a bill of divorcement and “put her away” 

according to Jesus Christ. 

 
Our text said “husband of one wife” not “divorced man”. 

 

There has been much taught against divorce. And I’m not for divorce, neither is the Lord. But according 
to the scriptures there are grounds for divorce and remarriage. 

 


