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The Preacher and his Preaching (Gibbs) 

 
From Chapter 9: 

The term “full time” does not refer to a greater authority, position, or status,  then the term  “part time”  

when referring to a preacher. Nowhere in scripture do we find a difference in a preacher that works and 
preaches; and a preacher that happens to be full time or does not hold a secular job. The term “Clergy, and 

Laity” do not appear in the word of God. The term comes from Catholicism and is not a biblical term but 

rather a religious term to confuse the brethren that full time preachers are somehow better than preacher 

that work and minister.  
 

 All believers are described as being “a kingdom of priests,” and as constituting “a royal priesthood” 

(Rev. 1: 6; 1 Pet. 2: 9). 
 

One of the great needs today is for an army of devoted Christians, gifted of God to preach and teach, who 

will support themselves by secular employment and use their spare time in ministering the Word of God 
(Gibbs).  Do not use the excuse, “I have to work so I can’t be called to preach”  I have worked a trade job 

all my life, yet still gone every where preaching as an Evangelist.—-Acts.8:4  

 

 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with 
your own hands, as we commanded you; [12] That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, 

and that ye may have lack of nothing.  

 
The Scriptural plan is not for a select few to be wholly engaged in the work of the Lord and do all the 

preaching and teaching while the rest sit idly by. It is that every believer, being a servant of the Lord, is 

fitted for some particular service for the Master. Each Christian is a minister and should be a soul-winner 
for the Lord (Gibbs)  

 

1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every 

man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 
 

 

I. The Preachers support. 
A. He is to be supported according to scripture. 

1.  Acts 6:1-4  and Acts 13:1-3 also 1Tim.5:17. 

      B.  Scripture supports it. 

 1.  1 Cor. 9:1-23 (read) 
      C.    It was true that Paul, rather than be under the patronage of, or obligation to the Corinthians, had 

labored with his own hands. Yet he only did this in order to shut the mouths of those who would have 

accused him of benefiting himself at their expense (Acts 18: 1-3). He did the same thing at Thessalonica 
(1 Thess. 2: 8-9). At other times, and under different circumstances, he gladly accepted gifts sent to him 

as from the Lord Himself. His letter to the Philippians was occasioned by such a gift that he gratefully and 

beautifully acknowledged (Phil. 4: 10-19). 
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Paul’s substantiation of his right to the material support of the Lord’s people (vs. 7-14) By an appeal to 

nature, or the principle that pertains to human affairs. Many common illustrations are used to drive home 

this fact.  

1. A soldier is supported by the country that he serves. He rightly looks to his government to supply his 
needs, seeing his whole life is devoted to furthering its interests.   

2. A farmer is physically supported by the farm he cultivates. He plows, sows, harrows, fertilizes and 

reaps. Is it too much to expect that he will eat of the fruit he has toiled so hard to produce?  
3. A shepherd is supported by the flock he cares for. He is surely entitled to some of the wool of the 

sheep and milk from the herd that he tends.  

4. By an appeal to the Scriptures (vs. 8-13). He goes on to say, “Say I these things [merely] as a man?” 
Does not the law also affirm the same principle? He then makes his appeal to the Word of God.                                                                                                                         

Again he uses some simple illustrations to clarify his points.  

(a) The lowly ox treads out the corn in hope of eating some for itself. Therefore the ox is not to be 

denied its desire, for no muzzle must be put upon its mouth (Deut. 25: 4). He then. in effect, asks, 
was this law written merely for the sake of the oxen, or did God not have a greater principle in 

view, even the support of His servants? (vs. 9-10). 

(b) The plowman does his work with the hope that he will partake of the harvest that his labor has 
made possible. 

(c) The thresher of the grain does so with the expectation of sharing in the benefits of his toil and 

partaking of the bread.                                                                                           By an appeal to 
common decency (v. 11). Ordinary common decency demands an adequate return for labor 

expended. Christ declared, “The laborer is worthy of his hire. (Luke 10: 7). To 

receive the benefit of labor expended on one’s behalf, and then make no effort to contribute to the 

laborer’s support is the basest form of ingratitude. Likewise, to receive spiritual ministry without 

feeling responsible to reciprocate in the way of financial and physical support comes under the 

same category and deserves the same condemnation.                                                                By 
an appeal to the Levitical precedent (v. 13). The Levites’ support came from the tithes of the 

people of Israel. Though the Aaronic priesthood has been done away in Christ (see Heb. 9-10), 

yet the principle remains. Those who devote their entire time to the preaching of the gospel 
should be supported by the free will offerings of the Lord’s people. If all Christians realized this 

fact and fulfilled their obligations in this matter, there would be no lack of support for those 

wholly engaged in Christian service. God wanted the willing gifts of His redeemed people (Exod. 

25: 2). He particularly emphasized that He only desired gifts “of every man that giveth it 
willingly with his heart.” It is remarkable that, in response to this appeal, the people gave so 

liberally that they had to be restrained from further giving (Exod. 36: 6)! It is not without the 

deepest spiritual significance that two whole chapters of the New Testament are devoted to the 
subject of willing, liberal, and sacrificial giving (2 Cor. 8-9).(Gibbs).                                                                                            

 

2 Corinthians 8 and 9 are two chapters in the New Testament given to the subject of supporting the 
preacher.  

 The inevitable conclusion: 

 1 Corinthians 9:14  Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live 

of the gospel. 
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