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I. The Qualifications for the Preacher. 
 The person who proclaims the Gospel is called a “preacher,” and the presentation of the Gospel 

message is described as “preaching the Gospel” (Rom. 10: 14; cp. 1 Cor. 1: 17; 2 Cor. 10: 14). We cannot 

divorce the preacher from his preaching. In a very real way the man is his message: the preacher is his 
proclamation: the speaker is his sermon. It is the man behind the message that determines its weight, for 

in this, as in everything else, quality is to be preferred to quantity. It was this fact that Paul had in mind 

when he wrote to Timothy, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them; for in 

doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee” (1 Tim. 4: 16). 

 Paul, writing to the believers at Thessalonica, whom he had been used to lead to Christ, 

could say, “Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved 

ourselves among you that believe” (1 Thess. 2: 3-10). Our Lord, when asked by the Pharisees, “Who 

art Thou?” answered, “Even the same that I said unto you at the beginning” (John 8: 25). In other 

words, Christ declared, “I am what I said.” 

 1. He himself must be saved. This may seem elementary but I assure you there are many “LOST 
PREACHERS” preaching today. Ye must be born again. 

 

II. He must love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 1. The love of Christ must be the constraining motive of all his service Paul wrote, “For the love 

of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if One died for all, then were all dead: and 

that He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him 
which died for them and rose again” (2 Cor. 5: 14-15). To preach from a sense of duty, while 

necessary, is not enough. Only as the love of Christ is the impelling motive shall one’s preaching be 

worth anything. Hence the imperative need is for personal heart devotion to Christ. 

The expression, “the love of Christ,” occurs three times in Scripture. In Ephesians 3: 19 it is spoken of as 
something that we must be brought to know in ever increasing degree. Thus it is to be our supreme study. 

In 2 Corinthians 5: 14-15 it is described as the essential and constraining motive in all our sacrificial 

service for Him. In Romans 8: 35-39 it is set forth as that from which no power, visible or invisible, can 
separate us. Thus it becomes, amid all the vicissitudes of life, the believer’s sustaining strength. 

 2. The example of Christ The Son of God declared, “But that the world may know that I love the 

Father; and as the Father gave Me commandment, even so I do” (John 14: 31). Long before His 

incarnation, He said through the lips of David, “Sacrifice and offering Thou didst not desire… Then said 
I: Lo, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy 

law is within My heart” (Psa. 40: 6-8, cp. Heb. 10: 5-10). 

 Christ’s love for His Father brought Him down to earth in voluntary subjection to His will and 
word. This constraining love led Him all the way to Gethsemane where He prayed, “Not My will, but 

Thine be done.” It guided Him to Gabbatha, where “He gave His back to the smiters, and His cheek to 

them that plucked off the hair.” It moved Him to go to Golgotha, where He willingly allowed God “to lay 
on Him the iniquity of us all.” Alone, upon that cross, He suffered all the judgment of a holy God against 

our sins, and died to secure our eternal redemption (Luke 22: 42; Isa. 50: 6; 53: 6). The Lord does not ask 

His people to do what He has not done Himself. In constraining love, as in everything else, He is the 

believer’s supreme example (see 1 Peter 2: 21). 
 Peter understood this after the resurrection; He embraced it well after John 21:1-19 “Feed my 

Lambs”. 1 Peter 1:8 KJV 

[8] Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory: 

John, by the Spirit declared, “We love Him, because He first loved us” (1 John 4: 19). Paul delighted in 

the blessed fact that “The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto 



 

 

us” (Rom. 5: 5). Seeing that love for Christ is so essential to the preaching of Christ, it is fitting for each 

believer to pray: 
 

 III. HE MUST LOVE SOULS  

 1. It is possible to love to preach, without loving those to whom we preach A lawyer may develop 

great ability in his profession without necessarily loving his clients. A physician may enjoy great success 
without loving his patients. A businessman can rise to great heights of prosperity without loving his 

customers. But a preacher can never be a real worker for Christ without a deep passion for the lost souls 

to whom he preaches the Gospel of God’s grace. 
 2. As Christ loved: (Matt. 20: 34); the lepers in their uncleanness (Mark 1: 40); the sick in their 

weakness (Matt. 14: 14); the hungry in their need (Matt. 15: 32); the friendless in their loneliness (Mark 

6: 34) and the bereaved in their sorrow (Luke 7: 13). Compassion has been defined as, “feeling the pain in 
another person’s heart.” Love is ever measured by the sacrifice made on behalf of the one loved. We are 

told that “Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it” (Eph. 5: 25). 

 1 Corinthians 13 contains Paul’s great poem on the super-excellence of love. In it we discover 

that love is: more than we can say (v. 1); more than we have (v. 2); and more than we can give (v. 3). 
Without it, all other gifts are worse than useless and, indeed, degenerate into a spiritual menace. This love 

must not be confused with mere sentiment, of the soft, sugary and sickly type. Love can rebuke, chasten, 

and warn. It was Paul’s love for the Corinthian believers that led him to write as he did, and so faithfully 
expose their shortcomings, and sternly rebuke them for their inconsistencies. He had to complain, “The 

more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved” (2 Cor. 12: 15). 

 

IV. He must be a student of the Bible. 
 1.  1 Timothy 4:13 KJV  Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 

doctrine. Psalm 119:97  O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. 

Psalm 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 

 2. He must study it.—- 2 Timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
 

 


